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Mine Site Evaluation

Mine Name: Bear Canyon Mine

Permittee & Operator: (Rhino) Castle Valley Mining, LLC

Permit Number: UT-015-025

Permit Status: Active, coal producing

Total Acres Permitted: 10,991.83

Total Acres Disturbed: 40.46

lnspection Date: January 23, 2013

Inspection Type: Independent OSM partial oversight
Weather Conditions: Partly cloudy, mid-30s

OSM Inspector: Christy Hulsman (#532)

Participants:
Karl Housekeeper, DOGM, Lead Inspector
Lauren Mitchell, OSM Inspector Trainee

Ken Defa, Rhino

Jaren Jorgensen, Rhino

Inspection l{arratlve
A" Administrative

The Bear Canyon mlne is an active underground mine In Emery C.ounty, Utah. The ope6tlon ls using room and

pillar mining methods. Mining began at the Bear Canyon mine between 1896 and 1905, with the permit belng

transferred to Castle Valley Minin& LLC on December 15, 2010. Ken Defa participated in the field inspectlon as

Jaren Jorgensen was unavailable. Jaren met with us in the mine office afterthe fleld inspection concluded. A

partial records rcview was conducted at the mlne office. The following documents were on file and current:

Certificate of Liability Insurance, Surety Eond (S1,830,000), lmpoundment Certification Report {December 2012),

and a current permit face page (expiring December 2015).

Hydrologic Balance

The two lower sediment ponds {Pond A A B) had been

cleaned out within the last two months to rnaintain

functionality and capacity levels (Figure 1). Sediment
Pond D is located by the 3 Seam portah any water in the
pond is currently frozen.

Topsoil

The topsoil stockpile southeast of the coal storage area

and loadout showed no signs of disrepair. lt had the

appropriate sediment control berm around the base and

was marked with appropriate signage.

Backfilling and G rading
No bacHilling or grading operations were being

conducted at the time of this inspection. Minimal backfilling and/or grading will occur while the site is active.

Excess Spoil Disposal

N/A

Coal Mine Waste

N/A

B.

c.

D.

E.

F.

Figure 1 - Sediment pond after clean out
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Castle Valley IVtining, LLC

Beor Canyon Mine, UT-0L5-025

lndependent OSM Partial Oversight

Christy Hulsman (#532)

January 23, 20'J3

G.

H.

t.

J.

M.

N.

Blasting
No blasting was occurring on the surface areas during the time of the inspection.

Subsidence Control
The subsidence control plan was not reviewed as part of this partial inspection.

Roads

All roads were in good condition and clear of snow and ice. Road ditches appeared to be functioning properly,

but need continued monitoring to prevent snow or ice buildup through the winter months.

Signs and Markers
Disturbed area boundary, topsoil, and stream buffer zone

markers were posted and maintained accordingly (Figure

2l,.

Distance Prohibitions
No disturbance onto or in prohibited areas was noted

during this inspection.

Revegetation
No revegetation activities were being conducted on site

since it is an active operation, other than maintaining

established vegetative cover on the topsoil pile.

Postmining Land Use

Suitability to the post-rnining land use was not evaluated as part of this partial oversight inspection since there

the site was not being evaluated for bond release.

Other
Items of non-coal waste were noted in the employee parking areas; the operator will need to remove these

items. An issue with the septic system for the mine office and shower facility has water springing to the surface

and subsequently running into the sediment pond (Figures 3 8( 4). The operator needs to have this issue resolved

immediately.

Figure 2 - Stream Buffer zone sign

Figure 4 - Water springing from septic system Figure 3 - Septic water flowing into sediment pond
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l&E Inspection Photos

Permit: UT-015-025 Inspection Date: 112312013
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